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CONSENT CALENDAR
November 28, 2023

To: Honorable Members of the City Council

From: Mayor Jesse Arreguín

Subject: Appoint Tracy Matthews to the Berkeley Housing Authority Board

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution appointing Tracy Matthews to serve as a Tenant Commissioner on 
the Berkeley Housing Authority Board of Commissioners for a two-year term.

BACKGROUND
On May 22, 2007, the Berkeley City Council established a Berkeley Housing Authority 
(BHA) Board of Commissioners. State law mandates BHA commissioners, including 
successors be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council.

There is currently one vacancy on the seven-member Berkeley Housing Authority Board. 
Pursuant to California’s Health and Safety Code Section 34272, the Mayor nominates 
Tracy Matthews to fill the vacancy for a four-year term on the BHA Board. 

Ms. Matthews describes herself as a Human Services Professional having made a career 
in this field, including program management and conflict resolution. She has spent nearly 
the past fifteen years working for the Alameda County Social Services Agency. Under her 
current position, she manages clients through programs to assist in transitioning people 
from public assistance to self-sufficiency. In this role, she has made many connections 
with organizations and departments involved in issues and policy that overlap with the 
work done at the BHA. Additionally, she has previous experience working for the City of 
Berkeley in several departments, including Health and Human Services and the Berkeley 
Housing Authority. She is also a Section 8 program tenant. Her experience and 
understanding of issues prevalent to the BHA makes her an ideal candidate to serve on 
the BHA Board.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects or opportunities associated with adopting 
this recommendation.

CONTACT PERSON
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Mayor Jesse Arreguín 510-981-7100

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2:  Resume of Tracy Matthews
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

APPOINTING TRACY MATTHEWS AS A COMMISSIONER ON THE BERKELEY 
HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD OF COMISSIONERS

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Berkeley, as the governing body of the City of 
Berkeley, declared itself to the Commissioners of the Berkeley Housing Authority (BHA) 
and appointed two tenant Commissioners pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 
34290; and

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2007 the Mayor appointed and the City Council by a majority 
vote confirmed the appointment of 5 Commissioners and 2 tenant Commissioners to the 
BHA Board pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34270; and

WHEREAS, there is currently one vacant Commissioner seat that needs to be filled; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has nominated Tracy Matthews, a Berkeley resident who 
describes herself as a Human Services Professional, with extensive experience in 
program management and conflict resolution; and

WHEREAS, Matthews has spent nearly the past fifteen years working for the Alameda 
County Social Services Agency where she manages clients through programs to assist 
in transitioning people from public assistance to self-sufficiency; and

WHEREAS, Matthews has made many connections with organizations and departments 
involved in issues and policy that overlap with the work done at the BHA, and has previous 
experience working for the City of Berkeley in several departments, including Health and 
Human Services and the Berkeley Housing Authority; and

WHEREAS, Matthews is also a Section 8 tenant and brings the perspective of tenants to 
the Board; and 

WHEREAS, Matthews’ experience and understanding of issues prevalent to the BHA 
makes her an ideal candidate to serve on the BHA Board.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor of the City of Berkeley Tracy 
Matthews is appointed to serve as a Tenant Commissioner on the Berkeley Housing 
Authority Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that it supports the 
Mayor’s determination regarding the qualifications of Tracy Matthews and hereby 
confirms the Mayor’s appointment; and
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BE IT FURTHER AND FINALLY RESOLVED by the Mayor of the City of Berkeley that, 
pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34272(a), Tracy Matthews is appointed to 
serve as a Tenant Commissioner for a two-year term. 
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